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ROHNERT PARK –  
On 02/27/19 at 09:57 AM, Rohnert Park Public Safety and Sonoma Life Support responded to a construction 
site located at 541 Carlson Ave for a medical call.  The caller reported a pedestrian had been hit by a forklift. 
 
This construction site is in the initial framing stages of a future apartment complex.   
 
When Rohnert Park Public Safety personnel arrived on scene, they located an unconscious 19 year old male 
on the ground and not breathing.  He was being tended to by bystanders who also happen to be co-workers.  
Rohnert Park Public Safety and Sonoma Life Support personnel began CPR and within a short amount of 
time, transported the victim to Memorial hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.   
 
The initial investigation revealed the victim, a construction worker, was assisting an operator of a large 
telescopic forklift who was backing up with a load of roof trusses. The operator lost sight of his backer, and 
inadvertently backed over him.  Once the operator of the forklift realized what had happened, he immediately 
moved the lift and began to render aid to the victim.    
 
Due to the death happening at a construction site, it was classified as an industrial work accident and the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) was notified.   
 
OSHA responded to the scene and is conducting their own investigation.  At this time, the name of the victim 
as well as the operator will not be released due to the ongoing investigation.   
 
The Department of Public Safety sends their condolences to the family, friends and coworkers of the victim at 
this extremely difficult time. 
 
Any questions should be sent to OSHA since they have taken over the scene. 
 
   
  


